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1 Mnriahi
J. HERTZ BROWN
BY MILLER C. FosTER
J. Hertz Brown, a veteran attorney of the Spartanburg Bar, an outstand-
ing civic leader and a former Legislator, died on August 10, 1959, after
a brief illness. Born in Charleston October 16, 1886, he was the son of
the late Samuel Claude and Frances Hertz Brown.
While attending the College of Charleston from which he graduated in
1908, he was an assistant teacher of mathematics and played on that
school's baseball, basketball and football teams. He later studied law at the
University of South Carolina Law School, where he was an outstanding
student and athlete, playing football as a member of the varsity team.
After being admitted to the practice of his profession in 1909, he opened
a law office in Spartanburg. In the early days of his practice as a member
of the South Carolina National Guard which was mobilized for service in
World War I, on August 5, 1917, he was commissioned a First Lieutenant
in the 75th Regiment C. A. C. which trained at Fort Moultrie, South Caro-
lina. With this Regiment he went overseas and was promoted to rank
of Captain before returning to the States where he was honorably dis-
charged on March 24, 1919. He was a charter member of Spartanburg
Post No. 28, The American Legion.
Upon discharge from military service he resumed his law practice and
in January, 1928, became a partner in the law firm of Carlisle and Car-
lisle. As a member of the firm of Carlisle, Brown and Carlisle, he actively
engaged in the practice of his profession for the remainder of his life.
Always a keen and untiring student of the law, he gave his attention, in
the main, to civil practice. His devotion to the interests of his clients won
for him their respect and confidence as well as an increasing practice
as the years went along. He was held in high regard by his fellow attorneys
and by our courts. Associate Justice Claude A. Taylor of the Supreme
Court of South Carolina said of him:
"I knew Hertz Brown for many years. We served in the State Legis-
lature together, and I found he always had the courage of his convictions
on the' many and varied problems before us. As an attorney, he was
untiring in his search for knowledge of the law and an excellent advocate
before the courts."
Despite a busy and time-consuming law practice, his tireless energy and
natural inclination left time for a challenging amount of unselfish public
service. If his life and his philosophy could be keynoted by any single
word, that word would be "service."
Hertz was a devoted member of the Bethel Methodist Church of Spar-
tanburg. Before entering the armed services he taught a Bible Class in
Sunday School. On return from military service he was elected to the
Board of Stewards and served till 1924 when he became a charter member
of the newly organized Trinity Methodist Church near his home. Here he
taught the Men's Bible Class many years and served as a member of the
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Board of Stewards until his death. He was a member of the Board of
Trustees of Lander College and at-the time of his death was on the Board
of Trustees of the South Carolina Annual Conference of the Methodist
Church. He was actively interested in the great work and high purpose
of the Y.M.C.A. For more than thirty-nine years he served as one of
the directors of the Spartanburg "Y" in addition to several terms as its
president. At the time of his death he was an active member of the
Y.M.C.A. Interstate Association' of North and South Carolina and also
a delegate to the National Council of Y.M.C.A.'s representing the two
Carolinas. He took an active interest in the organization of the Spartan-
burg Mental Health Clinic and was on its Board of Directors. He served
on the Board of Directors of the Department of Public Welfare from 1950
until his death. Long active in Fraternal Circles he was a member and
Past Worshipful Master of Spartan Lodge No. 70, A.F.M.
Throughout his adult life he had a keen interest in politics. A leader in
Democratic party affairs, he was serving a third term as chairman of
the Spartanburg County Democratic Party at the time of his death. Twice
he was a member of the South Carolina House of Representatives from
Spartanburg County.
Deeply devoted to his family, Hertz was blessed by an ideally happy home
life. He is survived by his widow, Mrs. Kathleen (Sanders) Brown; two
daughters, Mrs. W. Y. C. White, Jr. (Kathleen Brown) of Abingdon, Vir-
ginia, and Mrs. Charles D. Lee, Jr. (Barbara Brown) of Charlotte, North
Carolina, and eight grandchildren.,
Hertz Brown lived the good life; a life which greatly enriched his cob-
munity and the lives of a great host of people privileged to have jour-
neyed with him along the Broad Highway.
HOWARD BOBO CARLISLE
BY CARLISLE BEAN AND BOBBY CARLISLE
Howard Bobo Carlisle .was born in Spartanburg, South Carolina, on
January 23, 1867. He was destined to be the third generation of his family
to practice law at Spartanburg, since his father, John Wilson Carlisle,
and his grandfather, Simpson Bobo, were active lawyers at the date of
Mr. Carlisle's birth. Indeed, Simpson Bobo had been practicing since 1825
and John W. Carlisle since 1855, less four years service in the Army of the
Confederate States of America.
Both as a child and as a young man, Mr. Carlisle was educated in Spar-
tanburg, being graduated in 1885 from Wofford College where his uncle,
Dr. James H. Carlisle, was president.. He studied law privately for one
year with a brother-in-law, Mr. Charles P. Wofford, then entered the law
department of Vanderbilt University and was there awarded the degree
of Bachelor of Laws in 1887. He was awarded the Founder's Medal, the
award given annually to the top graduate of the law department, at grad7
uation. Mr. Carlisle had to wait until his birthday in 1888 when he reached
his majority before he could be admitted to the bar.
Shortly after Mr. Carlisle was admitted to practice, he was made a
magistrate, a position that he held for six months. He then entered his
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father's office and the firm was known as Carlisle & Carlisle. In 1891, at
the age of 24 years, Mr. Carlisle became the first Master in Equity for
Spartanburg County. He served as Master until 1892.
In 1909 Mr. Carlisle became Senator -from Spartanburg County, suc-
'ceeding his law -partner, D. E. Hydrick, who had been elected to the
Supreme Court of South- Carolina. He had the distinction of being Chair-
man of the Judiciary Committee during his entire Senate service of eight
years.
Mr. Carlisle for many years was a member of the Board of Trustees
of Wofford College and also of Converse'College. He was chairman -of
the Board of Wofford for many years and held that office at his retirement.
He was also a member of the Phi Beta Kappa Chapter of Wofford Col-
lege.. In 1949, Wofford College conferred upon him the honorary degree
of Doctor of Laws.
From 1927 to 1953, Mr. Carlisle, J. Hertz Brown and Robert M. Carlisle
practiced as the firm of Carlisle, Brown & Carlisle. After 66 years, at the
death of his son, Robert Carlisle, Mr. Carlisle retired from the practice
of his profession. Many lawyers now at the Bar in Spartanburg were
encouraged in -their early years of practice when he would refer matters
to them. He invariably offered the use of his library to a new lawyer
opening an office to practice.
Mr. Carlisle was a devout Methodist and a lifelong member of Central
Methodist Church. He served on its Board of Stewards and was for many
years its Sunday School Superintendent.
In 1892 he married Miss George F. Adam. Five children were born of
their marriage: Sophie Carlisle Bean, Louisa Bobo Carlisle, Howard Bobo
'Carlisle,- Jr., George Adam Carlisle and Robert Marsden Carlisle.
Mr. Carlisle's firm, Carlisle, Brown and Carlisle, is now a partnership of
two of his grandsons, Howard Carlisle Bean and Robert Marsden Car-
lisle, Jr.
LEON W. HARRIS
By T..FRANK WATKmNS
Leon W. Harris, after a life of service at the Anderson Bar, died Septem-
ber'6, 1959, and was buried in his old family cemetery at Fair Play, South
Carolina.
He was born September 23, 1891, in Westminster, Oconee County, and
obtained his college education at Washington & Lee University, from
which he received his A.B. Degree and also his Degree in Law. He was
always thereafter devoted to his Alma Mater and in later years was Presi-
dent of the Alumni Association. He later did post graduate work at
Georgetown University while he was on the staff of Senator B. R. Tillman.
He began the practice of law at McCormick, but soon thereafter enlisted
in the United States Army in World War I, ending his term of service
in the European Theater. At the end of the War he came to Anderson
and opened the office from which he practiced law during the remainder
of his life. In 1920 he was elected Solicitor of the Tenth Judicial Circuit
23719611 -
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.and served three terms in that office, as an able and vigorous prosecuting
attorney. After retiring from that office, he developed a full practice in
the civil and criminal courts in Anderson and Oconee Counties and was
recognized as a fearless and capable advocate.
Being a man of strong convictions in politics, he was passionately devoted
to states rights and a Jeffersonian and Wilson Democrat. He was a presi-
dential elector in 1944 and thereafter made an unsuccessful race for the
United States Senate and gave much time and enthusiasm to the move-
ment to organize the southern states as a political unit with a commanding
voice in the Democratic Party and, failing in this, in the Congress.
He married Miss Susan Steele of Rock Hill, South Carolina, in 1920 and
they were blessed with three children: Margaret (now Mrs. M. 0. Meetze
of Heath Springs); Leon Harris, Jr., now at Manning, South Carolina;
and Mary Anne (now Mrs. Paul Sansbury, of Darlington). He had a
,deep affection for and found great happiness in his home and family and
was marked for his hospitality to his brethren of the Bar. His was a
.strong physique and he displayed unusual vigor and ability in his pro-
fessional life and his championship of the cause of the weak and under-
.privileged and all good causes for the betterment of his.State.
CLARENCE BIRNIE JOHNSON
BY TH0auS 0. LAWTON, JR.
Clarence Birnie Johnson, one of Allendale County's leading attorneys,
,died at his home in Allendale on October 10, 1959, after a month's illness.
Regarded as a man of great ability and of highest integrity by his fellow
citizens, he had enjoyed a successful practice in Allendale where for
,thirty-six years he served the community and the Bar as one of the area's
most prominent attorneys.
Birnie was born on December 3, 1898, at Williston, South Carolina, the
son of John William Johnson and Lorena Bowman Johnson. He graduated
from Williston High School, from Wofford College in 1918, and from the
University of Virginia Law School in 1922. His legal career began in
Augusta, Georgia, with the firm of Barrett & Hull, now Hull, Willingham,
Towill & Norman. When his brother, Judge J. Henry Johnson, was ele-
vated to the Bench, Birnie came to Allendale to assume his practice.
During World War II Birnie served as a Major in the Judge Advocate
General Department at Camp Kilmer, New Jersey. For many years
he was attorney for the Towns of Allendale and Fairfax, and at his
'death he was attorney for Allendale County and was president of the
Allendale County Bar Association, and a member of the South Carolina
hnd American Bar Associations.
One of Birnie's most satisfying avocations was farming, and for a num-
ber of years he had extensive farming operations; recently this interest
was manifested in the cultivation of his attractive garden.
I Besides his law practice, he was the owner and manager of the Home
Insurance Agency in Allendale. He was also a member of the Allendale
Presbyterian Church and was active in church work and civic affairs.
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Funeral services were held in the Allendale Presbyterian Church at
4:30 P.M. on Sunday, October 11, 1959, conducted by the Rev. James L.
Russell, Pastor, assisted by the Rev. James F. Trammell of Camden. Inter-
ment was in the Swallow Savannah Cemetery at Allendale.
Survivors include his widow, the former Anita Tessier of Augusta,
Georgia; one son, Dr. C. Birnie Johnson, Jr., of Birmingham, Alabama;
one daughter, Miss Ann Johnson of Allendale and Columbia; one grand-
daughter, Laurie Lee Johnson; and a brother, Judge J. Henry Johnson.
GEORGE KERSHAW LANEY
BY PAUL M. ARANT
The end of an era - that is the way they talked at his funeral on
October 16, 1959. The first expression to this effect came from a farmer
from the lower side of the county, the second from a very learned lawyer,
his colleague for a number of years at the bar.
No one who knew "Senator Laney" and Chesterfield County would deny
that "his passing ended an era." Seldom, if ever, has any one, in any
governmental unit dominated that entity in the way "Senator Laney"
dominated Chesterfield County. The use of the word "dominated" is unfair
to him, because he did not dominate. He influenced, and influenced solely
by the force of his personality. He had no political machine or organi-
zation; by sheer force of personality he was the predominant person in
Chesterfield County for well over a half century.
Every Chesterfield Countian who had occasion to be at the county seat
probably has a clear mental image of "Senator Laney", with his black
suit, red tie, and big black, broad-brimmed, high crowned hat. The red tie,
black suit and big black hat were his trademark. The writer, who knew
and was rather intimately acquainted with him for a period of almost
40 years, never saw him but that he was dressed in the red tie, black suit
and black broad-brimmed hat. That a six foot three inch man weighing
close to 200 pounds so attired would attract attention in our modern world
is undeniable. He attracted attention, and then by his charm and force
of personality drove home whatever point he desired to make.
That he had political sagacity, that he had integrity, that he had charm
is well remembered by all who attended the 1952 State Democratic Conven-
tion. "Senator Laney", then in his eighties, finally gained the recognition
of the chairman and then extemporaneously gave the convention his views
on democracy and charted the path of the Democratic Party for that year.
He was magnificent, all who heard him were moved, and the press
carried headlines to the effect that "Senator Laney keynotes convention,"
although there was an exceptionally able keynote speaker on the program.
Seldom is any one born with more innate ability and charm than he. His
ability and personality enabled him to graduate and obtain a law degree
from the University of South Carolina with a minimum of effort and at
the same time be a star football and baseball player.
Upon obtaining his law degree from the University in 1896, he returned
to Chesterfield and started to practice law, which he continued actively
for over 60 years. At the outset of his law practice he supplemented his
1961]
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income by teaching school, and for several years he taught in the Shiloh
Community'of the county. In the later years of his life nothing pleased
him more than for one of his old students to come -up and say, "Senator,
you remember me - you taught me back-in 1899," or whatever year it
happened to be, "and you were the best teacher I ever had."
Endowed as he was, it is no surprise, that he achieved success in his
chosen profession, the law. Early in his career he became 'the outstanding
criminal lawyer of Chesterfield County and this eminence was maintained
for over 60 years. His ability as a lawyer caused him to be employed by
those needing his service in the surrounding counties and State; and for
over a half century he had a state-wide reputation as a criminal lawyer.
The practice of law was 'his profession; however, having been born and
reared on a farm, he never lost the desire to "see things grow," and all
his life he farmed. This may account for his 'deep and clear understanding
of the farmer and his needs, and why he always put the farmer uppermost
in his thinking.
His love of the law and farming were well known to all who knew him;
however, it is believed by the writer that his first love and guiding light
was to be of service to his people. This caused him to give his services to
his county and State for 34 years, and eaused him to gain state-wide
recognition as a legislator. His integrity as a lawyer and public servant
was outstanding. As a public servant he asked, "Is it best for the people?",
and that criterion was his guide. In over three decade.s of public service
he did his utmost to better the status of the people and all decisions were
made on that basis. Not even his most avid political opponents ever sug-
gested that he used public office or his political influence for private gain.
That he had the courage of his convictions was known by all who knew
him, and also that he fought to the end for what he-thought right. It was
well known that you always knew where "Senator Laney" stood. He didn't
pussyfoot, straddle the fence, or hedge, but told you what he was for and
where he stood on any public issue. In the writer's 'opinion this forth-
rightness and refusal to hedge or compromise on what he honestly thought
right prevented his being Governor of South Carolina. However, those
same qualities endeared him to all know knew him, and enabled him to
wield much influence in Chesterfield County and the State of South Caro-
lina.
"Senator Laney" was born February 10, 1871, near Cheraw in Chester-
field County, the son of John and Cynthia Plyler Laney. He attended
the public schools of Chesterfield County and graduated from the Uni-
versity of South Carolina, receiving an A.B. degree in 1888 and a Law
degree in 1896. Upon receiving his law degree he returned to Chesterfield
County to practice law and continued active practice until his death on
October 15, 1959.
On August 30, 1900, he married Miss Louise Tiller, who survives him.
To this marriage one child was born, dying in infancy. "Senator Laney"
was a devoted and active member of St. Paul Methodist Church in Chester-
field for 58 years, and held various offices' in the church, sang in the
choir, and for over 40 years taught the Adult Sunday School class.
In 1902 he was elected to the House of Representatives from Chesterfield
County and served continuously until 1906 .when he was elected to the
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Senate. He there served continuously until ,1922, -when he ran for Gov-
ernor of South Carolina. In 1930 he was again elected to the Senate and
served continuously until 1942 -when he ran for Lieutenant Governor of
South Carolina. While in the Senate he served on numerous important com-
mittees, and as Chairman of the Judiciary Committee, the Education Com-
mittee and Military Affairs Committee.
At the outset and throughout his life he championed the cause of edu-
cation and worked successfully with his colleagues in the General Assembly
to formulate and create the basis of our present educational system. As
Chairman of the Senate Education Committee he served with distinction
as a membei of the Bbard of Trustees of the University of South Carolina,
Clemson College,. Winthrop College and on the Board of Visitors of The
Citadel.
His retirement from public office in 1942 in no way decreased his in-
terest in public affairs. He was intensely interested in good government
on the local,, state and national level, and worked hard and successfully
to accomplish what he thought right and best for the people.
Factual evidence of the courage, character and abilities of "Senator
Laney" is the fact that he served Chesterfield County and the State of
South Carolina in office for 34 years and that he was never defeated in
Chesterfield County for public office.
Truly in his passing, an era ended in Chesterfield County and the
State of South Carolina.
FREDERICK LESESNE
BY JuLiA W. LESESNE
Frederick Lesesne died at the Clarendon Memorial Hospital on July 28,
1959, after a lingering illness.
A son of Henry Hilton and Letitia Margaret (Wells) Lesesne, he was
born at Jordan, South Carolina, in Clarendon County on April 18, 1875.
He was educated in the Manning Schools and received his LL.B. degree
from the University of South Carolina in 1917. He practiced law in
Fianning for 38 years, until ill health forced him to retire in 1955. He
was a member of the Clarendon County Bar Associatioii and of the South
Carolina Bar Association.
Mr. Lesesne devoted himself primarily to civil practice, specializing in
abstracting, property, and estates and was a recognized authority on the
location and ownership of lands in Clarendon County.
Prior to his legal career, Mr. Lesesne was a bookkeeper and served two
firms over a long period of years, The Levi Mercantile Company of St.
Paul and Manning, South Carolina and the O'Donnell Company of Sumter,
South Carolina.
He was a great reader and student of national, state, local, and family
history; he had a remarkable memory and was frequently sought as a
community source of history.
Mr. Lesesne represented his county in the. South Carolina House of
Representatives during three terms: 1937-38; 1943-44,and 1947-48.
19611
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He was a Mason and a member of St. Peters Lodge No. 54 for more
than fifty years; he was a past master of the lodge and served as treasurer
for a long period of years.
Mr. Lesesne was a member of the Manning Presbyterian Church, serving
as a ruling elder and until his retirement was a teacher of the Men's
Bible Class.
He served as Company Clerk, Co. R, Third Regt., South Carolina De-
fense Force; County Chairman Advisory Board for Registrants, 1942;
Vice-Chairman War Finance Committee for Clarendon County, 1943.
Mr. Lesesne, who never married, left as survivors a sister, Miss May
Lesesne of Manning, a brother, John W. Lesesne of Columbia, and 25
nieces and nephews, including Mrs. E. P. Sprott, Mrs. W. T. Lesesne, and
Mrs. Paul Floyd, all of Manning, and H. L. Wilson of Kingstree.
His outstanding personality traits were friendliness, cheerfulness, and
complete honesty; his relatives and friends will always revere the memory
of a Christian gentleman, whose life was always motivated by the objectives
expressed by Rev. Dr. Henry Van Dyke:
"Four things a man must learn to do
If he would make his record true:
To think without confusion clearly;
To love his fellow-men sincerely;
To act from honest motives purely;
To trust in God and Heaven securely."
ROSS MOORE LINDSAY
BY W. F. STMVENSON
Ross Moore Lindsay, son of the late John Chestnut Lindsay and Olive
Moore Lindsay, was born July 14, 1899, in Rock Hill, South Carolina, and
died at the Cancer Memorial Hospital in New York City on June 8, 1959.
He was a graduate of the Cheraw, South Carolina, High School and
served in Europe during World War I in the United States Marine Corps.
Upon receiving his discharge he settled in Bennettsville, South Carolina,
and became associated with his brother-in-law in the drug store business.
Shortly thereafter, he became an avid student of the law and read law
in the office of McColl & Stevenson.
He was admitted to the Bar on December 21, 1927, and opened a law
office in Bennettsville, South Carolina. For several years he practiced
law by himself, and during this time served as magistrate of Bennettsville.
After the death of D. D. McColl in 1930, a partnership was formed with
W. M. Stevenson under the name of Stevenson & Lindsay. During the
twenty year course of this partnership, the firm of Stevenson & Lindsay
became eminently respected in all phases of the general practice, and upon
its dissolution in 1951 a partnership was formed with his son, John C.
Lindsay, and until his death he was associated in such under the firm
name of Lindsay & Lindsay.
Besides his tenure of service as magistrate, Mr. Lindsay served in the
South Carolina House of Representatives for two terms, from 1941 to 1945.
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After unsuccessfully volunteering his services to his country during World
War II, he accepted the appointment as Selective Service Appeal Agent and
served with distinction in that capacity until his death.
He was a member of the Presbyterian Church and the American Legion,
and was a Mason. He played a vital part in the organization of the
Marlboro Country Club and was the Club Golf Champion for a number
of years. After the years began to take their toll, his prime attention
and avocation shifted from golf to bridge and, as was his usual ac-
complishment in most fields of endeavor, he became a bridge player par
excellence. His bridge playing prowess was rewarded on many occasions
by trophies and awards.
Mr. Lindsay was proud of his standing as an attorney and was stead-
fast in his resolution of ethical dealings with other attorneys, and more
particularly with his clients. He took great pride in the fact that his law
practice was founded upon a reputation of integrity and complete honesty.
Future members of the Bar would do well in fashioning their careers
after his splendid example. His passing has been greatly felt by all mem-
bers of the Marlboro County Bar.
He is survived by his widow, the former Louise Crosland, of Bennetts-
ville, South Carolina, to whom he was married on April 5, 1922, and four
children, Cliff C. Lindsay, Ross M. Lindsay, Jr., John C. Lindsay, and
Louise Lindsay, and six grandchildren.
WILLIAM McGILLIVRAY MORISON
BY EDWARD K. PRITCHARD
When William McGillivray Morrison, known to everyone as Bill Morri-
son, passed away on New Year's Day, 160, the city of Charleston and
the State of South Carolina lost one of their most distinguished citizens,
and many of us saw the end of a warm and wonderful friendship. There
never lived a man more loyal, devoted and cherished as a friend.
Bill had a long and distinguished career of public service culminated
by three successive terms as Mayor of the city of Charleston, the first
man in the history of the city to be elected to that office for three terms.
He was born in McClellanville, South Carolina, on January 8, 1903, the
son of Henry Toomer Mozrison and Saida McGillivray Morrison. He was
educated in the MeClellanville schools from 1909 through 1919, and then
attended Clemson College for two years before transferring to the Uni.
versity of South Carolina in 1921. Re finished the academic school there
and then the University Law School in 19.25.
He married the lovely and talented Caroline Sams, of Columbia, on
February 6, 1926, and this union was blessed with three wonderful children,
William McGillivray Morrison, Jr., now -a practicing attorney in the City
of Charleston, Henrietta M. Lowndes (Mrs. William Lowndes, III) of
Spartanburg, and John Earl Morrison, now of Baltimore, Maryland.
He practiced law in Sebring, Florida, in 1926 and 1927, and then re-
turned to the city of Charleston in 1927, where he was engaged in the
private practice of law until 1930. In 1930, he was appointed as a special
city attorney of the city of Charleston with the title of Assistant Corpora-
19611
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tion Counsel, and he served the city ably and efficiently 6ntil 1934 when
he was chosen for the position of Master in Equity for Charleston County.
Up to that time, there had always been two Masters in Equity for CharIs-
ton County, but such was Bill's ability, energy and efficiency- that he was
able to do the tremendous volume of equity work in Charleston County.
He became the sole Master in Equity, and the other office was abolished.
He served as Master in Equity for thirteen years until 1947, and it was
a pleasure to practice in his court. Ever courteous and considerate of
attorneys, parties and witnesses, -he presided at his hearings with'dignity
and impartiality, leavened with a brand of kindness and humor peculiarly
his own. His decisions were well considered and logical, and seldom, if
ever, were his findings reversed or modified.
In 1947, he left the position of Master in Equity to become Mayor of
the city of Charleston, being re-elected in 1951 'and in 1955. During his
twelve years of service as Mayor of Charleston, he gave Charleston a
progressive and aggressive administration. New boulevards were laid out
and constructed along the eastern and western edges of the peninsula on
which Charleston is located, one of them happily being named Morrison
Drive. He worked out traffic patterns which immeasurably relieved the
acute traffic problem in Charleston. He revamped the non-governmental
functions of the city administration such as the yacht basin and municipal
golf course, and insisted that each one become self-sustaining; and closed
the ones not becoming self-sustaining. He increased the pay of city em-
ployees, and gave them better working hours and. working conditions. He
was particularly active in developing the airport owned by the city of
Charleston, and finally succeeded, in having, the Charleston Air Force Base
established there, which is now one of the largest.assets to this section
of the State. IHis- acminitriatioii was one of 6utstanding progress, and
ftwas all done without .ncreasing taxes evexi thdugh he ser d in a period
Af rapidly rising costs- both -for .material 'End maniowe-, a'nd hie niot onlv
'kept the tax struiture where'it wa:s 'but drastically'redfieed the liondd
indebtedness o thed ity during his tenure of office.: He realhzed' tie nedes-
sity for extending the city 'boundaries, and he and his Bdard of"Alde:imen
extended aninidhitioi to the'd ulurbn -iei toiiierge6-with;-the city di
Charlestozi. ITe appoihted a 'cxh ittee to Vork tr that endthbs laying
the ground work for the merger -which has subsequently taken.-plae.
He was thefirit'M yqr to sere' Charleston'on-. fi a l-tine basis as the
former mayors had all -retained-their bsu'ines ini'erests-oi iNr'legi!-prac-
rices, l t felt;ana prb'perli o; that' the 6joh' Mayor oif' the city 6f
'Clarlest6n was one. that re4uired an incninbent's" uli'tinffind ,tteitio'n,
and during his terms of office he had hxo outside business'or professional
interest, and his. full-timb' devotion to "duty yielded' splendid 'and bene-
-ficial'results to the Icity of -Charleston. Of his nervice, tothe cityi if 'can
be truthfully, said that he 'left office after twelve years of0 .de6oed*servite
and magnificent achievements." '
While serving as Mayor of Charleston, he r'eceived' ian'outsannng
honors. He was one of the American delegates to the'Inteimatibnal Con-
ference of Mayors held in Geneva, Switzerland, in 1949;J he was chosein to
represent mayors from all over the nation in Washington, D. C., in'1952;
and in 1957, he' was invited by the' German government as a special -guest
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to study municipal governments there, which he did with- great distinction.
He served on the Executive Committee of the South Carolina State Demo-
cratic Party for several terms, and he was a delegate to the Democratic
National Conventions in 1952 and 1956. He was a devoted member of St.
Philip's Protestant Episcopal Church, and his friendly and affable nature
caused him to be invited into and join many other organizations. He was
a member of the Masonic Order and a Shriner, a life member of the Elks
Club, a member of the Hibernian Society, the Friendly Society, the South
Carolina Society and the Carolina Yacht Club, among others.
He was an ardent sportsman, and, prior to taking office as Mayor
of Charleston, always found plenty of time for hunting and fishing. Dur-
ing his many years as Mayor of Charleston, he gave so devotedly of his
time to the affairs of the city that hunting and fishing activities were
drastically eurtailed, but he was always much sought after as a hunting
and fishing companion, and reveled in the opportunities that came his way.
A man of commanding physique, he was also one of the handsomest men
of his time, and was blessed by nature with a keen mind and an abundance
of wit and humor. Whenever he would walk down the street, group after
group would stop him to engage him in conversation and to hear his com-
ments about matters of interest at the moment, and whenever he spoke
a group would congregate, and in every group he was always the center
of attention. Everyone who ever came in contact with him became his
admirer, and he had a host of friends who treasured every moment spent
in his company. He was a man who held neither malice nor resentment
against anyone, and he wanted to be and was a friend to all.
I Civic'monuments and'his portrait in City Hall will keep his name alive
for future generations -who did not know him, but he will never be for-
gotten'by those who were pivileged to" diow him'and to-call him friend.
-JOHN D. NOCK.
By, T. BELK-INGRAM -.
I approach. thie task, ofpay f inal 'tribut e to 'John, D. Nockw with mixed
;otions: sadnesstt' .othe inCeteed County~ must say
fi.*ewel to a distinguishid iwyer 'and "faitbfuf public servanut, and yet
grateful for having this oppotuni'i to praise the naie qnd memory, of a
good friend. ""
When Mr. Nock died at his home in Cheraw, July 6,.1959, .the county lost
one of her ablest attorneys, Cheraw one of her most valuable citizens; and
his family a devoted husband and father. ..
Mr. Nock left this world an eminently sucessful man, having personal
happiness through professional achievement, the love of family and friends,
and service to others..,
No man can lead a happy -life unless.he remembers Hamlet's immortal
advice: "This above all: to thine own self be true, and it must follow, as
the ,day 'the night, 'thou canst not then be false to -any man." And John
Nock could never have been accused 'of-falsehood or dishonour. As one
friend of his said shortly 'after Mr. -Nock died last summer: "John may
not have been universally loved, but he was certainly universally respected."
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He always lived up to the high ideals in which he believed and never be-
trayed his own high code of ethics. The public learned-his friends, his clients
and his enemies - that Mr. Nock's word was his bond. Truth was one of
the great passions of his life.
It was not enough for him just to understand the mechanics of the law;
he wasn't satisfied with mastery of courtroom procedure or debate, al-
though he had certainly attained both. He was primarily interested in fer-
reting out the truth and in serving the cause of justice.
My friend, however, was not one of those forbidding, tight-lipped jurists
who served justice and scorned mercy. Despite a reserved manner, he had
a sympathetic disposition, a lively sense of humor and a warm heart.
In Mr. Nock's practice of the law, "Mercy and truth were met to-
gether," as the Psalms say. Yet he was neither unctuous nor self-righteous,
remaining tolerant and understanding of the nature of man and of his
weakness as well as his strength.
Although Mr. Nock moved to Chesterfield County from Baltimore, Mary-
land, after he had reached the prime of life, and practiced among us for
over thirty years, one never associated him with age. He seemed eternally
youthful and cheerful, undaunted by the more dreary aspects of the legal
profession which must, by its very nature, see much of the seamy, sordid
side of life.
A product of the leisurely, cultivated life of Old Maryland, Mr. Nock had
the courtly manners of the old school, but retained his humor, vigor and
zest for life until the time of his death.
Mr. Nock was one of the most successful trial lawyers in the county,
renowned for the meticulous, methodical care with which he prepared his
cases, as well as for his brilliant, scholarly delivery. As a member of
the Benson, Nock and Rowe law firm in Baltimore, he was in charge of
preparing the trial work for all the firm's cases, a job which earned
him esteem as well as physical exhaustion. It was to escape the pressure
of metropolitan practice that he came to Cheraw in 1926 to practice law
with his old classmate and friend, the late Charles Prince, in the law firm
of Prince and Nock. It is testimony to Mr. Nock's ability and flexibility
that he was able to take up so successfully a country law practice and to
win so quickly the affection, respect and confidence of his colleagues and
clients here.
Mir. Nock was married to the former Miss Carolyn Osmond, also a
native of Maryland, and is survived by his widow and two sons, John Jr.,
and Charles. Charles and his father formed the firm of Nock and Nock
in 1958.
Mr. Nock was active in civic affairs in Cheraw and was a faithful mem-
ber of St. David's Episcopal Church. He was a member of the Vestry and
a lay reader.
He was a member of the Cheraw Kiwanis Club and served as its presi-
dent for one term. He also was a member of the Cheraw Chamber of
Commerce, the American Legion and a past president of the South Carolina
Fish and Game Association. Mr. Nock was a veteran of World War I,
having served as a captain in the 312th Field Artillery in France. He was
active in the State Bar Association and served for several years as a mem-
ber of that body's Grievance Committee.
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Mr. Nock was born in Bel Air, Maryland, in 1884, the son of the late
Nicholas N. Nock and Mrs. Gamma Long Nock. He was educated at
Charlotte Hall Military Academy and the University of Maryland, where
he received his law degree.
In the death of John Nock this Court and all those who have business
before it have lost a good, loyal and courageous friend.
In paying tribute to his memory, let me quote from the Latin poet, Virgil,
who well described my feeling for John Nock in the Aeneid:
"While rivers run into the sea...
While on the mountains shadows move over the slopes...
While heaven feeds the stars,
Ever shall thy honour, thy name and thy praises endure."
WILLIAM HENRY THOMAS
BY CHARLES L. CUTTINO
The sudden passing of William Henry Thomas, attorney and farmer of
Clarendon County, South Carolina, following a heart attack while attending-
court at Manning on October 26, 1959, came as a shock indeed to his host
of friends among the attorneys of the North Carolina and South Carolina
Bars. He will be long remembered for his able work as counsel of the
Federal Land Bank and the Farm Credit Administration of Columbia.
William Henry Thomas was born on May 2, 1900, at Oak Lea Planta-
tion, the home of his maternal grandfather, James E. Tindal, in Clarendon
County. He was the son of the late William H. Thomas and Mattie Vir-
ginia Tindal Thomas. His father, who passed away when he was less than
a year old, was a distinguished young attorney of Charleston, S. C., and,
before his untimely death, had served as chairman of the Ways and Means
Committee of the South Carolina House of Representatives, as Grand
Chancellor of the Domain of South Carolina in the Order of the Knights
of Pythias, and as Exalted Ruler of the Order of Elks. His grandfather,
James E. Tindal, also served South Carolina as a member of the General
Assembly and, later, as Secretary of State as well as being one of the
founders and life trustees of Clemson College.
William Henry Thomas attended the public schools of the City of Sumter,
graduating as valedictorian of his high school class. During his senior
year, he represented Sumter High School in the State High School declama-
tion contest, winning second place in the State. After his college career
had been interrupted when he volunteered for service in the armed forces
in World War I, he graduated as valedictorian of his class at the Univer-
sity of South Carolina with the A.B. degree. He then attended Harvard
Law School for two years and returned to the University of South Carolina
to complete his senior year in law.
In 1924 he was admitted to the practice of law in South Carolina, and
soon thereafter he was admitted to the bar in North Carolina. For a few
months he practiced law in Greenville, S. C., and then became associated
with the law firm of Shipman & Justice of Hendersonville, North Carolina.
After approximately two years of general practice of law, he received
appointment as counsel for the Federal Land Bank of Columbia and, later,
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for the Farm Credit Administration. He served these institutions for
about twenty years in legal matters pertaining to both South Carolina and
North Carolina law. He was accurate and thorough in his work and was
recognized by his brother attorneys of both states as most capable in
natters pertaining to titles to real estate, and his opinions in such matters
were highly respected.
While rendering full time service as counsel to the Federal Land Bank
of Columbia and the Farm Credit Administration, he found time to conduct
extensive farming operations in Clarendon County, and after approximately
twenty years of service in Columbia, he returned to Clarendon County to
devote his full time to the management of his farming interests, which he
did until his sudden passing.
On May 13, 1957, William Henry Thomas was married to Mrs. Isabel
McLaughlin Weinberg, a native of Ayr, Ayshire, Scotland. At the time
of his death Mr. and Mrs. Thomas were residing at his ancestral home,
Oak Lea Plantation, in Clarendon County. In addition to his wife, Mr.
Thomas is survived by one sister, Miss Virginia Evelyn Thomas of Saluda,
North Carolina, who was formerly dean of the Woman's College of Furman
University.
NATHANIEL A. TURNER
By DAvIn W. ROBINSON
"Nat's way of practicing law was Nat's way of life. Or to reverse the
statement - Nat's way of life was the way he practiced law - living it
to the limit, but living it loveably." Thus, in a sentence the General Counsel
of the National Board of Fire Underwriters summarized the life of the
lawyer who had been his treasured adviser for some twenty years.
Born in Waycross, Georgia, Nat spent his adult years in Columbia.
He was a graduate of the University of Tennessee, a law graduate of the
University of South Carolina. For several years after his admission to
the bar in 1925 he was the Director of the Motor Vehicle Division of the
South Carolina Highway Department. His administrative skill was early
recognized in his fine work in organizing the regulation of motor trans-
port, a function of the State now under the direction of the Motor Trans-
port Division of the Public Service Commission.
In 1930 he left the Highway Department to enter the active practice
with Ashley C. Tobias, Jr., under the firm name of Tobias and Turner.
When Ashley Tobias in 1942 decided to move from the law into the greener
fields of an insurance company presidency, Nat formed his own firm.
At his death in October 1959 the firm was Turner, Padgett and Graham.
Nat was one of the dwindling number of general practitioners. He
excelled in so many of the varied fields of the law that it is difficult in
this short tribute to mention them all. In the trial of jury cases he had
no superior at the Columbia bar. He had an uncanny ability to select for
emphasis those facts which would be convincing to a jury. Perhaps it was
his great understanding of human nature and his sincerity which permitted
him to persuade the "twelve good and true" of the justice of his client's
case. Any lawyer who crossed swords with him in State or Federal Court
knew that he was matched with the best.
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One of our leading trial judges in advocating broader discovery pro-
cedures says that, since three-fourths of all cases are disposed of by settle-
ment, the administration of justice depends upon the lawyers even more
than upon the court. There is much truth in this thought. One of the
rarest abilities of a lawyer is to appraise accurately the worth of a case.
Nat is one of the few who could. In my memory his only equal in that
regard was the late Paul Cooper. That ability was liberally used in the
promotion of justice in South Carolina.
Nat was one of the first of our lawyers to master the technique of
presenting a matter before an administrative body. Recognizing that many
of the most important issues were for decision by State and Federal ad-
ministrators he moved into this field with early and continued success.
For many years he handled the affairs of many clients before the South
Carolina Public Service Commission. In commenting on his work for the
Atlantic Greyhound, J. K. Thomas, its general counsel, had this to say:
... in my acquaintance and practice with Mr. Turner over a long
number of years, I find it almost impossible to express in appropriate
words the high esteem in which I held Mr. Turner. He was what I
would call a "lawyer's lawyer" and a true and accurate counselor.
Throughout my service with this company, Mr. Turner has been our
state counsel in South Carolina, as he was prior to my association with
Greyhound in 1948. Mr. Turner was a man who exerted tremendous
effort and great productivity. He was available at all times for coun-
sel, which I always found to be most accurate, and I have never been
sorry that I followed his counsel in any respect. Greyhound has lost
a true friend in Nat's death. He was "Mr. Greyhound" to us in South
Carolina.
Lawyers in this State, particularly those in Columbia, have important
responsibilities in representing clients and the public before the General
Assembly. Nat was one of those called on most frequently to advocate or
oppose legislation. Someone said truthfully that the ability of the members
of this "third house" is a true index to the soundness of legislation. The
life insurance business is much in Nat's debt for the courageous and
forceful way that he presented their positions to legislative committees.
Many times strong movements to tax this vital business out of existence
or to otherwise cripple it were made. Always Nat was at the dike.
Nat also excelled as a business counselor. He was an expert in highway
and construction matters. Many of the road contractors and materialmen
came to him for advice. Once clients, they never changed because of his
judgment and his loyalty. He numbered among his clients the Association
of South Carolina Life Underwriters, the National Board of Fire Under-
writers, many of the leading casualty insurers. For some twenty years he
was a substantial factor in the growth and success of the Carolina Life
Insurance Company of which he was General Counsel from 1942 to his
death.
Nat took an important part in bar activities. He was active in the
Richland, Lexington, South Carolina and American Bar Associations, the
International Association of Insurance Counsel, the Association of Life
Insurance Counsel, the American Law Institute and the Judicature So-
ciety. He was one of the American lawyers in attendance at the 1957
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meeting of the American Bar in London. With Mrs. Turner and congenial
friends he toured the continent before and after that meeting. No one
enjoyed it more.
One of his wide interests was flying. For many years he piloted his
own plane. As a matter of fact he once offered me a ride to Washington
where he had business before the Court. Since I had an excuse to go early,
I did. His single engine plane made an emergency landing in a Virginia
meadow and Nat's sound judgment caused him to sell it then and there.
Just out of Lexington is the beautiful home on a lake where he moved
some eight years ago after a warning heart attack. There he and his
beloved wife Lucille, whom he married in 1933, were hosts to their many
friends. There they created a beauty spot enjoyed by all.
He carried his full share of civic responsibilities. Once he was a candi-
date for Mayor of Columbia. He was a veteran of World War I. He was
a faithful member of Rotary. At his invitation as President of Rotary,
Lord Halifax, British Ambassador to the United States, came to Columbia
in Iarch 1944 to deliver an important war time speech.
Despite severe health handicaps over the last eight years of his life he
continued to give to his clients the full measure of his time and talent.
On the evening before his death he worked into the night negotiating diffi-
cult adjustments between an overextended road contractor and his surety
on important highway contracts. At the time of his death on Main Street
he was on his way to my office to assist a junior partner in the taking
of a deposition. As one of those associated with him in the handling of
delicate and important matters for clients, I appreciate more than I can
express the sound judgments which were always his.
Paraphrasing the statement of one of his law school professors, the late
Marion Rucker, that law "was the common sense of an uncommon man,"
it is the common sense of uncommon lawyers like Nat Turner which makes
our profession an essential part of life today.
[Vol. 13
16
South Carolina Law Review, Vol. 13, Iss. 2 [1960], Art. 4
https://scholarcommons.sc.edu/sclr/vol13/iss2/4
